
BORDER ICE RINK CLUB 
MINUTES OF THE 51st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Held in the Clubrooms at Border Ice Rink 
On Thursday, 24th September 2015 at 7:30 pm 

 
Welcome: David S Kerr, President of the Club, was in the Chair and welcomed the 
members attending the meeting. 
 
In Memoriam: The President announced that the following members had died during the 
year:  
 
Alec Darling, Jack Bell, Jean Fleming, Barbara Fleming, Isa Balderstone, Peter Laing, 
Jimmy Robertson, Jim Elliot, Mary Curran and Helen Steel  
 
The members present then stood in a silent tribute. 
 
Present: Members present at the meeting were Roddy McLean, Stuart Craig, Nina 
Clancy, Liz Cullen, Margaret Robertson, Elspeth Bell, Jim Cullen, Malcolm Ross, Bob 
Robertson, Colin Martin, Peter Colebrook, George Whiteford, Colin Stirling, Harry 
Dodds, John Hodge, Douglas Elliot, Bill Cleghorn, Oliver Stark, Cameron Martin, Robert 
Walker, Alan Nisbet, Peter Bowyer, Alistair Lindsay, Bill Byers, Neil McLain, Graeme 
Baxter, Ruaraidh Whyte, Colin Little, Bruce Lees and David Kerr. 
 
In attendance - Gill Adamson of Rennie Welch LLP 
 
Apologies: Apologies were received from Robert and Helen Mathieson, Bert Duncan, 
Glynnice Lauder, Ian McCreath, Andrew Wemyss, Fiona Turnbull, Hilary Bowyer, June 
Swan, Robert Forsyth, Colin Jeffries and Alastair Hodge. 
 
Minutes of the 50th AGM: The Minutes of the 50th AGM were approved. Proposed by 
Peter Bowyer and seconded by Roddy McLean. 
 
Matters Arising: Peter Bowyer asked if all stones were now sponsored. Graeme Baxter 
confirmed that four or five pairs of stones were still unsponsored. 
 
Auditor's Report: Gill Adamson of Rennie Welch LLP presented the accounts to the 
meeting. Questions were invited but there were none. 
 
Approval of the accounts was proposed by Harry Dodds and seconded by Roddy 
McLean. 
 
Chairman's Report: The President reported as follows: 
 
“The high point in my first year as President was definitely the 50th anniversary 
celebrations. On 1 October lunch was held here for all current and past office bearers of 
BIR, Directors, Province and Ladies Section. This was the actual anniversary date of 



the founding of Borders Ice Rink. On 4 October a dinner was held in the Cross Keys 
Hotel with guest speakers including the RCCC President. This was preceded by an all 
day Bonspiel and from all the feedback I received everything was deemed to be a great 
success. 
 
A low point in my year was losing my Vice-President, Roddy McLean, due to a change 
in his job and the time he had available to carry out his BIR Club duties. 
 
Border Ice Rink hosted the Henderson Bishop final again with many complimentary 
views expressed. The local ladies did well with one team reaching the final. 
 
Neil McLain joined the Committee this year. 
 
I would like to thank all my Committee for their support, Graeme Baxter and Ruaraidh 
Whyte for their help, Peter Bowyer for his guidance, Helen Mathieson for taking the 
minutes and Bruce Lees for taking the AGM minutes.” 
 
Election of Committee: The President confirmed that the two retiring members were 
Roddy McLean and Helen Mathieson. He also pointed out that there were two other 
vacancies in the numbers on the Committee. Judith Dixon, Swinton, Colin Stirling, 
Lauderdale, Alan Nisbet, Kelso and Wendy Henderson, Earlston were nominated to fill 
the four vacancies. There being no other nominations all were welcomed to the 
Committee. The President then intimated the time and date of the next Committee 
meeting as being 5th October at 7:30 pm. 
 
Annual membership subscription for 2015 – 2016: The President confirmed that the 
subscription was £28 and thought there was no reason to change this. Keeping the 
subscription at that level was proposed by Cameron Martin and seconded by Colin 
Stirling and this was approved. 
 
Appointment of Auditor: The President proposed that Rennie Welch should remain as 
auditors and this was seconded by Bill Cleghorn and approved. 
 
Directors Report: The Chairman of the Board of Directors, Douglas Elliot, explained the 
role of the Directors in managing and running the Ice Rink. This included the works to 
improve the Ice Rink over the last 11 year period which had cost hundreds of thousands 
of pounds. They had started with getting things right with the ice and the plant and now 
sorting out the clubrooms had been achieved. 
 
He also reported his concern about the lack of enthusiasm amongst the membership to 
take on commitments within the Ice Rink. 
 
He confirmed that the Ice Rink continues to be a successful business and that the next 
challenge was to get people to come in and use the building especially new people. 
 
He also thanked the membership for their support to the Directors. 



 
Ladies Section: Ladies’ President Nina Clancy thanked all for their support for the 
Henderson Bishop finals and for the ice. She reported that there would now be eight 
rinks for the Ladies League; and that her Vice President Elspeth Bell had been working 
hard on sponsorship and had also undertaken to review the Constitution. 
 
Border Curling Development Group Report: Jim Cullen gave this report in the absence 
of Gary Craig, the current Chair. Jim reported that there would be no development 
officer this season at the Ice Rink. He confirmed that financial support from RCCC 
would come if targets are met. Try Curling would again be funded by the National 
Lottery and thanked Helen Mathieson for her efforts in securing the grant of £9000 for 
the year. An article has appeared in the Southern Reporter about the recent 
achievements of Cameron Bryce. The Group continues to work on getting new people 
into the Ice Rink. 
 
Change to Constitution: a change to the Constitution had been proposed by Bill 
Cleghorn and, at the meeting, he elaborated as to the reasons for the change which 
were to clarify the time when an individual's age would be judged for age limit purposes 
and to clarify that club competitions are limited to 8 ends rather than 10. The proposal 
was seconded by Bill Byers and approved. The change to be made reads as follows: 
 
The following new rule is to be added to the constitution after rule 20: 
 
21. The Committee of Management will govern the curling competitions under their 
control in a totally unbiased manner within the criteria set for each competition. Where a 
reference is made to age limits this will refer to the individual's age at midnight on 30th 
June prior to play. Duration of club competitions will be 8 ends or time signal whichever 
comes first unless otherwise stated in the competition rules and notified to the skips 
prior to the start of play. Any issues relating to the rules of play for a specific competition 
must be made in writing to the secretary. The Committee of Management's decision in 
all matters will be final. 
 
The rules after this will be renumbered accordingly. 
 
Any Other Business: Colin Martin enquired about how the position of Vice President 
would be filled. The President confirmed that the Vice President and the Junior Vice 
President would need to come from within the Committee who would appoint them. 
Cameron Martin asked that the matter of appointing a new Vice President be treated as 
a matter of urgency which the President noted. 
 
There being no other competent business the President thanked all those who were in 
attendance and wished them a good curling season.  He also pointed out at that as the 
meeting was closing at 8:10pm there was still time for New Zealand supporters to take 
in the second half of the New Zealand rugby match. 


