
BORDER ICE RINK LIMITED 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT FOR THE BIR CLUB AGM 

First of all I would like to thank my Vice President Liz for her help and backup in the past 

year. I would also like to thank the ice rink staff of Graeme, Josh, and Debbie for their work 

and help they have put in, in what can only be described as a horrendous year. 

The season started off with the Ballantyne Bowl a mixed doubles event won by Paul Jess and 

Gwen Prentice. 

 A very successful Scottish Senior Mixed Championship took place first weekend of October 

which was won by Stewart Wilson's rink from Stranraer/Ayr and very kindly sponsored by 

Cullen Kilshaw along with our fund raiser event during the summer of 2019. A huge thank 

you to all involved in making it such a great weekend. 

Other main events were the Matthew Templeton played in November was won by an 

Earlston rink skipped by Graham Wilson sponsored once again jointly sponsored by NFU 

Mutual and Border Safeguard. The Directors trophy was played in February sponsored by 

Cullen Kilshaw and BIR Ltd was captured by James Stark’s rink. 

The family bonspiel was an exciting affair eventually won by the McLain family again 

sponsored by Cross Keys Hotel. 

At the National Masters finals both my own team and Gwen's team exited at the semi final 

stage. 

The Scottish Senior finals, we were well represented by four teams, my own team and Jim 

Cullen in the men’s and Gwen Prentice and Wendy Henderson in the ladies. Jim and 

Wendy’s teams unfortunately didn’t quite make the playoffs whereas Gwen's team made 

the quarter final and my team managed to win the event this year. However due to the 

Covid 19 outbreak we were not able to compete at the World Championships in Canada.  

A very successful Border league sponsored by Agrii managed to get to the final stage that 

was due to be contested by Ayton Castle and Duns before Covid kicked in. 

At the Scottish Pairs at Stranraer we were ably represented by Gary Craig and Graham 

Wilson narrowly missing out on a quarter final spot. 

Unfortunately due to the Covid pandemic the curling season came to an abrupt end mid 

March which left a number of competitions unplayed. 

The BIRC is still in transition to the BIRT, with the season ending early and not being able to 

have our normal monthly meetings it looks like it will drag on a bit longer than first thought. 

No doubt if, when, life gets back to normal things will start proceeding quicker. 

The very difficult decision of not opening the ice rink until 4th January 2021 was taken by the 

Board, and given the circumstances of ice requirements being down approximately 42% 

they felt that keeping the rink open for a full season the cost would be to prohibitive, hence 

the  much shorter season this coming year. 

I would like to appeal to all members that in these extenuating circumstances you will try 

your very best to support the ice rink in any which way you can during these difficult times. 

Keith Prentice 
President BIRC 


